BOSTON'S   LITEEARY   MEN

he was settled in London for some time as American
Minister here. I admired him always; hut I may be
forgiven if I say that I admired him most In Ms own
home, and amid his own familiar surroundings at
Camhridge, Massachusetts. It seemed to me that I
understood him best under such conditions, perhaps
because I had for so many years come to associate him
with the poets and scholars and essayists, the workers
and the dreamers who made that corner of the United
States so dear and so fascinating to admirers in the old
country. Lowell was, as everybody knows, one of the
most popular American Ministers who eyer canie to
London. London society thoroughly appreciated him,
welcomed him,6 went for' hini with homage and rapture,
did all it could to spoil him with praise and social
flattery, but could not prevent him from being the
poetical, fanciful, dreamy Lowell of the college halls,
and the homes and the lanes of Cambridge. Indeed,
Lowell developed in London a gift of which, so far as I
know, he had not given any clear evidence at home.
He became one of the most delightful and fascinating
after-dinner speakers I have ever heard. I rank him
second, and only second, to Charles Dickens as an after-
dinner speaker. He never said anything which was not
fresh, original, and striking; he made the most common-
place theme sparkle with fancy and humour, with
exquisite phrase and poetic suggestiveness. I think the
famous old illustration about the orator receiving in a
vapour from his audience that which he gives back as a
flood would have applied admirably to Lowell, for it
seemed to me that the manifest delight of his London
audiences had the effect of making him a great after-
dinner speaker as he went along. Yet I cannot help
saying again that I liked him best as I knew him first;

195d it so
